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sor ppordluce - 
One the Suppoit and Security of the Negroe-Trade depends 
¥holly on tre due and effectual Support of the Royal Afi can Company 
f England, «\u@h has hitherto preferved this invaluable Trade to ; 
hefe Kingdoms « 
~ That the Difficulties and Dilcouragements which the faid Com-+ 
labours under, threzten the abfolute Lots of the Negroe Trade - 
is Nation; and confuquently the total Ruin of all che Bri: 
am@tions in America. 
- Ang alfo, What the Royal Afi :can Company have a natural Right 
hope for thrs Seffion of Parhament from their Country, in order . 
enable them to fupport and maintain the BAyityh Intereft, 
ights and Privileges in Africa againit the French, and all other 
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AFRICAN TRADE, 


THE GREAT 


PILLAR and SUPPORT 


OF THE 


Britifb PLANTATION TRADE 
in General, dc. | 


IS Majeffy having been gracioufly pleafed, 
in Confequence of an Addrefs from the Ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons, the laft Seffion 
of Parliament, to lay his Royal Commands 
on the Lords Commuffioners of Trade to 
make their Reprefentation of the State of 
the Commerce to Africa this Year to Parliament, I flatter 
my felf 
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nryfelf I could not do my Country a more feafonable Service 
than by endeavouring to fet a Matter of this Momeut in 
its true Point of Light. 

The Trade to Africa involves in it no lefs than the 
Confideration of our whole W¢ft-India-Trade in general 5 
a Trade of fuch effential and allowed Concernment to the’: 
Wealth and Naval Power of Great Britain, that it would 
be as impertinent to take up your Time in expatiating on 
that Subject as in declaiming on the common Benefits of Air 
and Sun-fhine in general. 

Relative to the commercial Interefts of thefe Kingdoms, 
a Subje& of more real Importance cannot come before the 
Houfe of Commons. It 1s hoped therefore, it will not be 
judged a Topick beneath the moft ferious Regard and At- 
tention of the ableft Minifter. I am perfuaded, Sir, it will 
meet with all due Regard from you, who have nothing 
fo much at Heart as the true Intereft of your Prince and 
Country. 

Every Man of any Obfervation at all, is now thoroughly 
fenfible of the furprizing and even rapid Progrefs of france, 
in raifing her American Colonies to the Haght we have ex- 
perienced them to be during the prefent War; aud in Con- 
fequence thereof, to have fo greatly advanced in Nava 
Power. We feem however, to have been much at a Lofs 
to know by what kind of Policy it has come to pafs, that 
this Nation, of whom we had fomany Years the Start, fhould 
have been able to fupplant us in the Sugar, Indigo, Coffee 
and Cocoa Trades, &c. as they have apparently done: And 
what is ful more extraordinary, to have laid a fure 
Foundation to fupplant us even in our whole American 
Commerce in general ; for that, it 1s prefumed, will appear 


to be the Cafe before this Letter 1s concluded, unlefs fpee- 
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dy and effe€tual Meafures be taken to prevent fo melan- 
cholly a Cataftrophe in this moft valuable Branch of our Trade 
and Navigation. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the Variety of Cau/fes 
that have been conjectured to occafion this Profperity of the 
French Sugar-Colonies, and the dangerous and precarious 
State and Conditionto which Our own are at thisTime reduced. 
According to the Judgment form’d of the Caufe, fuitable 
Laws and Ecouragements have, from Time to Time, 
been wifely adapted: But as thofe Laws have not hither- 
to effeQtually reftored our languifhing Trade, may we not 
reafonably prefiime there has been, and ftill continues to be, 
fome /atent Caufe which has proved greatly conducive to the 
Aggrandizement of the French Colonies, while our Difte- 
gard of that Caufe, has tended to the manifeft Injury and 
Detriment of Our own. 

When a Diftemper is got to a great Head before the pri- 
mary Caufe is happily difcovered, we are pregnant in Sur 
mifes ; we are apt to multiply Caufes, when one alone 
will often more naturally folve the Phenomena; we too 
frequently miftake the Effe& for the Caufe: Thus, by 
injudicioufly muiftaking the true Source of the Malady, we 
tamper with it by Pal/satives only, till it grows more and 
more obftinate, and at length becomes abfolutely incurable. 

Had not too long Experience proved the contrary, one 
would think it impoffible, that the obvious ConneGton 
and Dependency fubfifting between our Plantation and 
Guamea Trades fhould be fo notorioufly difregarded ; and re~ 
main as much unobferved as if there really were no fuch 
Relation between thofe Branches of our Commerce. Yet 
this has been the Cafe; we have fuffered our African Com- 
pany, the fole Guardians of our Guinea Trade, to moulder 
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and dwindle away almoft to Nothing; and then vainly 
have expected that our Plantation Commerce. not only firft 
founded on that Trade, but full daily upheld thereby, fhould 
ftand alone without its fundamental Prop and Support ! 

The Policy of our dangerous Rivals bas been quite other- 
wile. France has long feen the effential Dependency be- 
tween thofe Trades, and that the one cannot fubfift or profper 
without giving all due Encouragement to theother. Where- 
fore, while this Nation has unaccountably fuffered our Afri- 
can Company to labour under every Difficulty and Di- 
couragement, (as will appear) France has wifely cherifhed 
and encouraged Zéeirs ; Is st to be wondered therefore, that 
our Enemies fhould rarfe a magnificent Superftru€ture of 4- 
merican Commerce and Naval Power on an African Foun- 
datton, while ours has been for many, Years paft neg 
lected, and fuffered to decline ? 

That we may not miftake the Sentiments of the French up- 
on this Matter, permit me, Sir, to lay before you a {mall 
Part only of a Memortal, prefented by the Deputies of the 
Counc! of Trade in Frame, to the Royal Council i the Tear 
1701, concerning the Gummea Company, the Commerce of the 
French Colonies in America, and the then State of the Lfands 
which the french poflefs there, ec. 

This remarkable Memortal is introduced in fuch Terms 
as ought never to be forgot by any Englifbman ; and, fuf- 
fer me to fay, Sur, defervesto be imprinted in indelible 
Characters upon the Mind of every Manfler, who has the 
Honour to ferve any Pruxe who wears the Britifh 
Crowr. 

The Words are as follows, Viz. “ The Commerce of 
“ Gurnea has fuch Relation to that of the French lands in the 
“ Weft-Indres, that the one cannot fabfift without the other. 

“ By 
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“ By thofe Trades we have deprived our Competitors ia 
“ Traffick of the great Profit which they drew from us, 
“and may put ourfelves into a Condition, by their Exam- 
“ ple, to draw Profit in our Turn from them, and Espe- 
“ CIALLY FROM THE ENGLrsu. We may encreafe thofe 
“ Trades confiderably, feeing that Nation in their Iflands, 
“ with lefs Advantage than we, in Territories of lefs Ex- 
“ tent, and in much lefs Time, have found Means to em- 
*¢ ploy yearly above 500 Ships, while we do not without 
great Difficulty employ 100. 

“ Every Body is fenfible of the Benefit of Navigation, and 
“ that the Happinefs and Glory of a State very much de- 
“ pend upon it: There can be no Commerce without it ; 
“6 it governs the Fortunes of the Merchants; it maintains a 
“great Number of Subjeéts, Seamen and Mechanicks, 
“ No one 1s ignorant that the Navigation of France owes 
“all its Encreafe and Splendor to the Commerce of its 
“ Tflands, and that it cannot be kept up and enlarged other- 
“ wife than by this Commerce. 

“‘ Tt is beyond all Doubt, that this Commerce is more 
“ beneficial to the State than all others (of LonG VoyaGEs) 
“ that are driven by the Freach; becaufe it is carried on 
“ without exporting any Money”, &c. 

Thus we fee how ftrong and exprefs the Maxims of 
France are with Refpect to the neceflary Conneétion and 
Dependency between the Plaatation and Afrian Trades, and 
that the one cannot fubfift without the other. And have not 
the French fteadily reduced thefe tl er Maxinis into Prac- 
tice, to their great Profit, and our nof{mall Injury ? 

Whoever will take upon him to fuggeft that the fame re- 
crprocal Conneétion, the fame mutual Dependency does not 
fubfift in as effential a Manner between the Brit:/b Planta- 
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tiom and Britifo Guinea Trades, as between thee Trades 
belonging to France, let him difcriminate, and fhew wherein 
the Difference confitts, 

But is it not notorious to the whole World, that the Bufi- 
nels of Plantimg in our Britsfh Colomes, as well as in the 
French, is carried on by the Labour of Negroes, imported 
thither from 4frica ? Are we not indebted to thofe valu- 
able People, the Africans, for our Sugars, Tobaccoes, Rice, 
Rum, and all other Plantation Produce? And the ereater 
the Number of Negroes imported into our Colonies, from A- 
frica, will not the FExportation of Brits/h Manufactures a- 
mong the 4fricans be in Proportion; they being paid for 
in fuch Commodities only? The more hkewife our Plan- 
tations abound in Aegroes, will not more Land become 
cultivated, and both éetter and greater V. artety of Plantz- 
tion Commodittes be produced ? As thofe Trades are fub- 
fervient to the Well Being and Profperity of each other ; 
fo the more e:ther flourifhes or declines, the other muft be 
neceffarily affected, and the general Trade and Navigation 
of their Mother Country, will be proportionably benefited 
or injured. May we not therefore fay, with equal Truth, as 
the French do in their before cited Memortal, that the gene- 
tal NaviGaTion of Great Britam owes all its Encreafe and 
Oplendor to the Commerce of its American and fifrican Co- 
fonies ; and that it cannot be maintained and enlarged other- 
Wife than from the conftant Profpenty of both thofe Bran- 
ches, whofe Interefis are mutual and imfeparable ? 

Whatever other Caufes may have confpired to enable the 
French to beat us out of all the Maikets in Europe in the 
Sugar and Indigo Trades, Kc. the great and extraordinary Care 
they have taken to cherfh and encourage their fricay 
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Company, to the End that their P/antations might be cheap- 
ly and plentifully ftocked with Negroe Husbandmen, is am- 
ply fufficient of itfelf to account for the Effe& ; for this Poli- 
cy, they wifely judged, would enable them to produce thofe 
Commodities cheaper than we, who have fuffered the &ri- 
tifb Intereft to decline in Africa, as that of the Freach has 
advanced ; and when they could produce the Commodities 
cheaper, 1s it at all to be admired that they have underfold 
us at all the foreign Markets in Aurope, and thereby got that 
moft beneficial Part of our Trade into their own Hands? 

As their great Care and our great Negle& of the African 

Trade, hasfor many Years paft given France the Advantage 
over us in Planting , fo while the fame Cau/e continues, Is it 
not impoffible, in the Nature of Things, that the Effect fhould 
ceafe, and our Trade return to its: former flourifhing State ? 
All other Meafures, as they hitherto have, fo always will 
prove only temporary Expedtents, not effectual Reftoratrves = 
They have none of them ftruck at the Root of the Evil ; nor 
is it poffible to work a thorough Cure any other way, but 
by enabling the African Company effeCtually, to maintain 
and fupport the Arzt:/h Rights and Privileges on the Coaft 
of 4frica againft the Encroachments of the French, and all 
other Rivals ; and in Confequence thereof, by ftocking our 
own Plantations with greater Plenty of Negroes, and at 
cheaper Rates than our Rivals would, in fuch Cafe, be able 
to do. 

That it has been many Years out of our Power to do 
this, 1s a Faét known to all well acquainted with thofe 
Trades, as they have been carried on by both Nations. By 
what Means this has come to pafs, doth not {eem to be fo weil 
underftood as could be wifhed: I will therefore endeavour 

fasth oa 











[ 8] 


farther to clear this Matter up by an Indudtion of Particulars: 
which will {peak for themfelves. 

And, though in drawing the Comparifon between the En- 
couragements and the Advantages the French African and 
Plantation Trades have received, to what ours have, for a- 
bove thefe Forty paft, I fhall for Truth Sake be under the 
Neceflity of enumerating the peculiar Previleges and Im- 
muntites theit Guinea Trade has received beyond what ours 
has done ; yet I would not be underftood to aim at the 
Adoption of the identical Meafures France has fallen m- 
to: Nothing more being intended than to exhibit the diffe- 
rent States of the Afiican Ti ade, as it has been long exercif- 
ed, and fhll continues to be, by both Nations ; without 
which, it is apprehended, no mght Judgment can be made 
of the Meafures requifite to be taken by this Nation to re- 
trieve Our languifhing Trade, and reap thofe defirable Ad- 
vantages which this valuable Commerce may be ccrtainly 
made to afford us. 


The French Senega' Company, who have Forts and Sete 
tlements in Africa, as well as our Company, to fecure their 
Guinea Trade, enjoy a Privilege of Trade to Africa, ex- 
clufive of all the other Subjects of France ; which gives 
them a much greater Weight and Superiority of Intereft a- 
mong the 4fricans thin our Briti/b Company have had 
fince the Trade has been laid open to all his Majefty’s Sub- 
jeGs: This not only enables the French to contract more ad- 
vantageous Alliances with the Negroe ‘Princes, and Great 
Men, whereby they enlarge and extend their Inland Trade 
for Negroes; but, m Confequence of the Power derived 
from this their fuperior Previlege, they have many Years 
taken upon them to trade as freely within the Limits of the 
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Britifo Company's Charter as of theit own ; while our Com- 
pany have for many Years lain under fuch Difcouragements, 
that they have not been able to repell their fhameful En- 
croachments. Nay, fo great isthe Weight of Power the 
French African Company have obtained from their Prsvi- 
leges, that they will not fuffer any Briti/o Veffel to come 
within many Leagues of their Settlements, without making 
Prize of them. $o that, if we expedt to carry on the Trade 
to Africa upon the Foot of a free and open Trade (which f 
hope it ever will be) to as great Advantage as France does, 
the Company muft have fome Eguivalent for the Privilege 
they have parted with, and the French Company poffefs, to 
put it in their Power to fupport the Britifo Rights, Privi- 
leges, and Intereft, in fuch remote Parts, againft all other 
Nations, in their fulleft Extent. . 

By Virtue alfo of the Privilege the French Company en- 
joys, they, of Courfe, become the only Purchafers of Negroes 
within the Limits of their own Charter ; and confequently, 
having no Bidders againft them, do, as it were, make their 
own Market. ‘The Cafe is quite otherwife on tho“: Parts 
of the Coaft where the Briti/o Company have Settlements ; 
for the Britifb Share in the Trade to Africa, being free and 
open to all his Afaeffy’s Subjeéts, naturally brings a great 
Concourfe of feparate Purchafers upon our Parts of the Coaft, 
who bid againft each other, as well as againft the Company. 
This naturally raifes the Price of Negroes to feparate Englifh 
Traders in general, while, as before obferved, the French 
fet their own Price, and are enabled thereby to fupply their 
Colontes above 50 per Cent. cheaper than we can do ours. 

As the Demand of the French for Negroes in their Plan- 
tations has increafed, io they have encroached, and traded 
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without Moleftation, as is before obferved, within the Briti/d 
Company’s Rights and Privileges, and purchafed the choice ft 
Negroes, within Sight of the Company’s Forts and Ca/tles. 
This fall more amd more contributes to enhance the Price 
to Britsfo Traders and Planters, by increafing the Number 
of Purchafers beyond the Quantity brought to Market in 
thofe Places. Yet this is no Difadvantage to the French Com- 
pany; for what with the conftant low Price of Negroes 
on thofe Parts of the Coaft which the French now ufurp, 
to the entire Exclufion of the Axg/i/b, together with a 
Bounty, and feyeral other Immunities which they allow up- 
on all Negroes imported into the French Cotontes, they 
can well afford to raife the Price on our Coaft upon the 
Brityb Purchafer, and confequently to the Brith Plaa- 


fer in America, and yet very little enhance it to the 
French Planter. 


Still further to encourage the cheap and plentiful Impor- 
tation of Negroes into the Preach Cotontes, France has ex- 
empted their 4frican Company from one half of the Duty 
on all fuch Goods of the Produce of their Sugar Colontes as are 
made in Return for Negroes , which 1s fo very extraordimary 
and prodigious an Encouragement to induce to a cheap and 
plentiful Supply of their Plantations, that it 1s not at all to 
be admired they fhould, by fuch Policy, beat us out of the 
Sugar and Indigo Trades, and lay a Foundation, by Dint of 
Negroe- Labour, to beat us out of our whole Plantation 
Trade in general. 


The French likewife grant their Company an Exemption 
from all Duties whatfoever on Goods imported into France, 
and afterwards re-exported to Africa, wherewith to purchafe 
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Negroes to ftock their Plantations at a cheaper Rate than 
without fuch great Encouragements, they could poffibly do. 
As thefe Advantages accrue from the Importation of Ne- 
groes into their Colonies, beyond what do into ours, they 
naturally draw with them avotber of no little Benefit to 
the French Planter, wich the Britifh alfo are deprived of ; 
for fuch Bounties, Immunities and Privileges, attending the 
Negroe Trade, ’tis for the Intereft of the French Company 
never to let the P/anters want a Supply of Negroes —— 
This induces the Company to give large Credit to the 
French Planters, for the fake of the fubfequent Advantages 
that are infeparably annexed to the Negroe Trade; for fure 


thofe Advantages are very confiderable, tho’ their Gain upon 
firft Importation fhould but be fmall, which is yet known to 


be otherwife, 

That the French may want no Encouragement to beat 
all other Powers out of the <frican Trade, their Company 
is likewife allowed a Bounty of Eighty Livres for every 
Mark Werght of Gold Dufi imported from Africa into 
France, which added to the other Profits of that Trade, we 
need not wonder to hear of the French Guinea Ships being 
fo mch in God, as feveral of them have proved during the 
prefent War. 

So great, we fee, are the Advantages given by France to 
their African Trade, that this Confideration alone is fuffi- 
cient to account for the furprizing Succefs of the French 
Sugar Colones, without looking into any other Caufe that 
may have contributed thereto. For what is the natural 
Confequence of this greater Cheapnefs of Negroes ? Does it 
not occafion the French Plantations to be more plentifully 
ftocked than ours? And has not this put them daily upon 
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cultivating more and more Land, in order to accomplifh the 
End aimed at. They find by Expericnce, as all Nations 
ever may, that the general Culture of Land occafions a 
general Plenty of the Neceffartes and Conveniences of Life 
in their Colonies -—— This general Plenty, of courfe, occa- 
fons a general Cheapnefs; and thus they are fenfible that 
they can maintain Negroes confiderably cheaper than the Bri- 
ti/b Planters can do, as well as purchafe them cheaper at 
firft Hand. 

So confiderably dearer an Importation of Negroes into 
the Britif/ Colonies, naturally occafions a proportionable 
Scareity of them to what the Freach have ; confequently, lefs. 
Quantity of Land becomes cultivated, and therefore the com- 
mon Neceffaries of Life dearer than in the French Colonies, 
the Intereft of Money higher, and the Maintainance of white 
Servants, as well as the Blacks, far more expenfiye. For 
the Standard of the Charge of Negroe-Labour, as well as 
that of white Men, is the Price of the common Neceffaries 
of Life. Herein the French in their Colonies have an infi- 
nite Advantage overt us; and all owing to the beforemen- 
tioned great Enconragements of their Sfrican Trade. 

By thefe fimple, yet profound and judicious Meafures, 
France foon experienced they could produce Sugars cheaper 
than we could do in the Brits Colonies. This ammated them 
to try the Experiment of fapplanting us at foreign Markets , 
and fairly, by Dint of Cheaprefs, and as good a Commoddi- 
ty, they gain’d their Point. From the fame Principles, 
they fucceeded alfo in the Fedige and Coffee Trades ; and 
will doubtlefs, if not flopt in their Career, be as fuccefsful in 
all other Plantation Produce ; fo that in a few Years we muft 
expect to be reduced to the Neceffity of taking Sugars, 
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Tobacco, Rice, Ke. as we now do Indigo of them, for ott 
Home Confumption. 


The Dutch alio, whofe American Colontes bear little 
Proportion either to ours, or thofe of France, allow their 
African Company very great Encouragements to fupport 
their Interefts in Africa, by Forts and Settlements; and ber 
fides this, an exclufive Piivilege of Trade alfo. They feta 
due Value on the cheap Labour of Negroes, which they 
know will ever beat that of all Whste Men whatfoever, and 
that nothing can be done in America without thofe valuable 
Jfricans. And tho’ their Colonies do not require any 
Thing like the Quantity of Negroes that ours, or thofe of 
France do ; yet they are not lefs follicitous to maintain, their 
Intereft and Footing in Africa; and that for thefe plain 
Reafons: Firft, From the Advantages they reap from the 
dire& Trade to Africa, by the Baster of their Merchandize 
for Gold, Ivory, Gums, Dyng Woods, &%c. Secondly, From 
Their Traffic in Negroes, to fell them to the Spaniards, 
and under that Pretext te introduce their Manufa@aures into. 
the Spanifo Indies ; which is a Commerce of fuch Advantage; 
alone, that the States of Holand will never part with their 
Settlements in 4frica, or fuffer that Trade to lie under any 
Difcouragements, Thirdly, From a View they may natu- 
sally be pre{umed te have, fome Time on ether, to obtain 
an Affento with Spam.for Negroes. 

As Negroe Labour hitherto has, fo that only can ae 
our Brityb Colonies, as it has done thofe of, other Nations. . 
It 1s that alfo will keep them in a due Subferviency to the 
Intereft of their Mother-Country ; for while our Plantations . 
depend only on Planting by Negroes, and that of fuch Pro- 
duce as interferes only with the Interefts of our Rivals, not: 
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of their Afother-Country, our Colonies can never prove 
injurious to Briti/j Manufactures, never become indepen- 
dent of thefe Kingdoms, but remain a perpetual Support 
to our Exropean Intereft, by preferving to us a Superiority 
of Trade and Naval Power. 

But if the whole Negroe Trade be thrown into the Hands 
of our Rivals, and our Colones are to depend on the La- 
bour of the White Men to fupply their Place, they will ei- 
ther foon be undone, or fhake off their Dependency on the 
Crown of England. For W hue Men cannot be obtained 
near fo cheap, or the Labour of a fufficient Number be 
had for the Expence of their Maintenance only, as we have 
of the Africans. Has not long Experience alfo fhewn that 
White Men are not conftitutionally qualified to fuftain the 
Toil of Planting in the Climates of our [/fand Colones like 
the Blacks ° 

Were it poflible however, for White Men to anfwer the 
End of Negroes in Planting, muft we not drain our own 
Country of Husbandmen, Mechanrcks, and Manufatturers 
too? Might not the latter be the Caufe of our Colonies in- 
terfermg with the ManufaQures of thefe Kingdoms, as the 
Patatines attempted in Penfilvania 2 * In fuch Cafe indeed, 
we might haye juft Reafon to dread the Profperity of our 
Colonies ; but while we can be well fupplied with Ne- 
grees, we can be under no fuch Apprehenfions; their La- 
bour will confine the Plantations to Péanting only; which 
will render our Co/ontes more beneficial to thefe Kingdoms 
than the Mines of Pers and Mexsco are to the Spansards. 


* Vide a Reprefentation of the Lords Commuffioners of Trade laid before 
the Houfe of Commons, 1732, 
Dottor 
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Dottor Davenant tells us, that in the Time of King 
Cuarces IL our Merchants, interefted in the American 
Trade, made a Reprefentation to that King, fetting forth, 
that by a juft Medium, they made it appear, that the La- 
bour of an hundred Negroes was, at that Time of Day, 
1600 4. per Annum Profit to this Nation, deducting there- 
from the Amount of the Value of what we confume in Plan- 
tation Produce. It was then eftimated there were no more 
than 100,000 Negroes in America; but the moft expe- 
nenced Judges now do not rate them at lefs than 300,000: 
So that 1f we reckon them of no more Worth to Great Bri- 
tai now than at that Time, and eftimate the Value of our 
Home Confumption of Plantation Commodities at the higheft 
Rate, the annual Gain of the Nation by Negroe Labour will 
fall little fhort of Three Millions per Annum: And it is 
to be hoped we fhall not facrifice fuch an Annuity rather 
than give all juft and reafonable Encouragement for the due 
Support of our African Company, which has been the Foun- 
DATION of fuch Profit to thefe Kingdoms! 

Such who have well confidered how Plantations may be 
fill re:dered more beneficial to this Nation, have pointed 
out various Improvements that might eafily be made there-_ 
in by the Labour of Negroes. 

It 1s certain that Legwood has been raifed in the mortt 
Lands of the Bahama Ifiands ; and it might eafily be pro- 
pagated there (and probably in fome other of our Colonies 
likewsfe) fo as to raife not only fufficient Quantities to ferve 
our own Exigencies, but alfo for Exportation to foreign Mar- 
kets : And, certainly, fuch laudable Attempts are well worth 
our Encouragement ; more efpecially {0, fince this Trade has 
proyed fuch a Bone of Contention between Spam and Us, | 
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-and coft fo many Briti/h Lives to obtain it in the Bays of 
Campeachy and Hoxdaras. As this Commodity 1s not only 
an effential Ingredient in the Dying of our Cloth, but is of 
fo bulky a Nature as to conduce much to the Encreafe of 
Shipping, it cannot be bad Policy fure to quicken the Ge- 
nius of our Planters, by giving them all proper Encou- 
ragement to attempt an Experiment that appears rational and 
practicable, and fo manifeftly tends to the Improvement of 
our Commerce, And the principal Encouragement certain- 
ly will be, to put the African Trade on fuch an Eftablith- 
ment that they may have Negroes as cheap, at leaft, as 
our Rivals. 

It has been allowed alfo, that we might, with little Difh- 
culty, extend the Planting of Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, and 
Cocheneal fofficient, at leaft, to fupply ourfelves, The 
fowing of Hemp and Flax, making Pot-afb, Pitch and Tar, 
we know, may be carried almoft to what Height we pleafe 
in our Colonies. We have experienced the Danger and 
Difficulty of depending wholly on the Laff Countries tor 
Navat Stores *: And Negroes, certainly, may as eafily be 
bred to thofe Things as they ever were to Sugar, Tobacco, 
and Rice Planting; the Cheapnefs of ther Labour will 
{urmount all Difficulties in any kind of Planting, provided 
they can be purchafed cheap at the firft Hand. 

While France {pares no Expence and Encouragement to 
bring their Settlements on the M:{fifippi to Perfe&tion, for 
the Planting of Tobacco, and that upon the very back of 





* Vide Doétor Robinfon’s Letter, the late Queen’s Envoy at the Court 
of Sweden, on the Subje& of Naval Stores, to Sir Charis Hedges Secre- 
tary of State, duguff 4th, 1703. 
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our Colonies of Carolina, Virginia and Maryland, and down 
the River St. Lawrence to Cape Breton, and alfo at Hifpa- 
siola; while France is not content with having fup- 
planted us in the Sagar and Indigo Trades, but are ftrenu- 
oufly attempting to vye with us in the Tobacco and Rice, 
&c, and this wholly from the Dependence they make on the 
Labour of Negroes ; certainly a Briti/o Legiflature will not 
think this a Time of Day to make our dangerous Rivals 
the Compliment of our African Settlements, to put it more 
and more into their Power to raife sew Colonzes, while we 
are rendered incapable of fupporting our o/d Ones. 

We feem to have forgot the Times wherein our Planta- 
tions were firft fettled. Had wea lively Idea of the Spi- 
rit, Refolution and indefatigable Endeavours of our indu- 
ftrous Anceftors to eftablifh them ; did we confider how 
many Years they were arduoufly employed to accomplifh fo 
great a Work ; what immenfe Sums of Money were ex- 
pended out of this Kingdom for clearing of Lands, erecting 
Sugar Works, and purchafing Negroes at their firft Eftablifh- 
ment: Did we ferioufly weigh the invaluable Benefits 
Britain has received from her American Colonies, none but 
the greateft Enemy to his Country would fuffer them to 
labour under any Sort of Difcouragement whatever, confift- 
ent with their Dependency on the Crown of Exgland;, much 
lefs to facrifice and give them up to Competitors. Yet this 
muft be their Fate, provided we are once deprived of the 
Labour of Africans to fupport them. 

Our African Trade had its Being before we had any Plan- 
tations in the We/? Indes: From the Reign of Queen Eh 
zabeth ourMerchants feparately, or in joint Stocks, profecut- 
ed this Trade till the Commencement of the prefent Compa- 

D ny. 





[ 38 | 
ny. Nor have the Struggles, Difficulties, Hazards, and 
Expences of this prefent Corporation, firft to eftablifh their 
Trade on a good Footing, and fince, to preferve and maintain 
it to Pofterity, been any way inferior to the firft Adven- 
turers in our American Settlements: But to put this Mat~ 
ter in its trae Light, would take a Volume by itfelf- 


There is no Reafon can be affigned for the Exiftence of 
any Trading Company in this Kingdom, but the fame will 
equally hold good with Regard to the Neceffity of fupport- 
ing that of our prefent African Company * ; with this Diffe- 
rence, in Favour of the latter, that our Plantation Trade 
not only owes its Rife to it, but its conftant Support and 
Prefervation to the prefent Time. 

However important the Eaff India Trade may be judged 
tothe Nation, yet it was never put in Competition with our 4= 
frican and Plantation Trades. The Manufactures of Exg/and, 
Scotland and Ireland will fapply all the Wants of the latter : 
but the Ind:a Company itfelf receives no inconfiderable Ad- 
vantage from thofe Trades in general, by the large Quantities 
of Eaft India Commodities thefe Branches take off annually; 
And the African Trade alone, is capable of taking off Tex 
Times the Quantity it ever has done, was it once fettled 
upon a defirable Footing. 

But, though the Benefits of Re-exportation of India 
Commodities, and the Advantages of Navigation arifing 
therefrom, are confiderable, yet are they not any way 
equal to thofe others we receive from the Confequences of 
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the Trade to Africa. A Cargo rightly forted for - 
fra, confifts of about Seven-Eights &rits/b Manufac- 
tures and Produce ; and they return us no inconfiderable Pro- 
fit; and that not only in Gold, Ivory, BeeseWax, Dying 
Woods, Gums, Kc. (none of which we can do without) 
but Negroes, whom we have experienced to be of more 
Value to this Nation than any Advantages that ever were, 
or ever can be prefumed to arfe from the Eaj? India Com- 
pany, which exports our Silver, and imports many Things, 
which to be fure, we might well do without. 

With Refpe& to the Advantages derived from the 
African and Indian Trades, the French Memorial be- 
fore cited, fhews the Difference in few Words, Vsz. 
“ The Guinea and Amerstcan Trades are, beyond all doubt, 
“ more beneficial to the State than all others of Lone 
“ Voyages that are driven, becaufe they are carried on 
“ without exporting any Money, Oc.” 


However beneficial to the Nation the Exports of the 
South-Sea Company to the Spano Weft Indies may have 
proved, yet neither that Company, nor the Nation, could have 
received: thofe Advantages, but by Virtue of introducing 
Negroes into New Spam, to work the Mines of ‘Peru and 
Mexrco. But how could this Company have ever had 
it in their Power to have complied with the /fento for 
Negroes, had the 4frican Company no Being to have‘pre- 
ferved to us the Negroe Trade ? That Company have’ ex- 
penenced the Difficulties they have been reduced to, during 
the declining State of the African Company, to carry their 
Contra& with the Crown of Spaim into Execution. Should 
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the African Company therefore be diffolved, what Pretence 
could the South-Sea ever have to obtain the Re-eftablifhment 
of an Affento again, when it could never be in their Power 
to comply with their Engagements ? 

Upon Suppofition of the Annihilation of our fri- 
canCompany, muft not the Affrento go into French or Dutch 
Hands, who are too wife to part with their Footing in Africa, 
or to let their 4frican Companies labour under any Difcourage- 
ments ; and will not they, of Courfe, receive the Benefits of 
the Spanifb Weft India Trade arifing therefrom, as France 
did before the Peace of Utrecht @ The Fresch have not che- 
rifhed their Guinea Trade with a View only to the Ruin of 
the Briti/b Colonies, but to exclude Englifbmen, for ever, 
from the next valuable Branch of Trade belonging to 
the Britifh Empire. For if, by Vertue of another A/fento 
with Spain, France can fo effectually eftablifh their Manu- 
faGtures in the Spani/b Weft Indres, that the Brsti/b will be- 
come quite indifferent to them, have we any Reafon long to 
expe@ the leaft Share in the Trade of the Gallons and 
Flotilla; efpecially fince France has got two Thirds of 
that Trade into her Hands already ? Our Spans/b Mer- 
chants have too much experienced the Succefs of that Na- 
tion in this Branch of Trade, not to be fenfibly affeGed, 
fhould the Spanifh Affento revert again into their Hands. 


Since the Nature of my Subje& has naturally led me to 
touch upon the Affiento, it may not be amifs to take a little 
further Notice of it, fo far as it concerns the Intereft of our 
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African and Plantation Trades in general, as well as thar 
of our African Corporation in particular. 

In this Contra& there are two Circumftances that feem to 
deferve our Attention ; Viz. The Time when it was firft 
obtained ; and the Preamble to it. 

The Afiento was figned by his Catholick Mayefty at 
Madrid, upon the 26th Day of March, 1713 3 and is ine 
titled, ASSIENTO, a ju/tado entre las dos Muyefta- 
des Catholica, y Bretanica, fobre encargarfe LA COMPANIA 
DE INGLETERRA de Ja Introducton de Efclavos Negros en 
la America Efpaimola, &. Or, The Contract agreed: 
upon between their Britannick and Catholick Majefties, for 
the Encuish ComPany’s obliging themfelves to fupply 
the Spantfh Weft Indies with black Slaves, &c. 

With Regard to the Date, it fhould never be forgot that 
in the very preceding Year 1712, the A@ which granted 30. 
per Cent. to the African Company on all Ex ports, €c. ex. 
pared ; and this without any Manner of Equivalent given to. 
them in Liew of the Privileges and Immunities which ine 
duced them to lay out fo large a Capital, in building Forts, 
and making Settlements in Africa, 

This Company, thus left deftitute of every Privilege and 
Encouragement, upon which they had been induced to 
fink an immenfe Propesty in 4frica, by the Ere@tion of 
Forts, Caffles, and Faétortes , and thereby brought under the 
the Neceffity either of abandoning their Property, or maine 
taining it at their fole Expence, for the public Benefit! — 
A Company thus circumflanced, and yet the great Supportof 
the Plastation Trade, one would imagine, fhould have 
drawn the Eyes of our Statefmen at that Time of Day. 
Had they pointed out to her late Mayefty, the proper Ob- 
ject on whom to have beftowed an Affienta for Negroes, 
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none, dure, could have been more naturally pitched upon 
than an 4frican Company, to have fupplied the Spaniards 
with fricans, more efpecially fo, when the Nation, at 
that Point of Time, were under the ftrongeft Ties and O- 
bligations to have made the Company fome Compenfation 
for being deprived of thofe Privileges which firft induced the 
Adventurers to advance their Money. Had this been done, 
when all Circumftances concurred to it, it is not at all un- 
reafonable to prefume, that we might, by fuch Meafures, 
have prevented the French from gaining the Afcendant over 
us in the Sugar and Indigo Trades ; and thereby have faved 
this Nation many Milhons of Money. 

The Advantages of this Contract would have enabled the 
Company fo to have fupported the Brit:/b Intereft in Afri- 
ca, as to have prevented the Frenach from drawing fuch 
great Currency of Trade, and, confequently, Quantity of 
Negroes to their Colonies. 

This would alfo have prevented their overbearing En- 
croachments on our Parts of the Go/d-Coaff, had the Come 
pany remained in a Condition to have oppofed them. By 
Vertue of the Company’s Forts and Faétories in the River 
Gambta, they would alfo have drawn a geat Part of the River 
Senegal Trade to the Brits/h Factories, and might eafily 
have united the Inland Parts of the Gold Coaft Irade with 
that of Gambia River; which, as it would have furnifhed 
an ample Supply of Negroes, both for our Coéonses and the 
Affento, fo nothing could have been a greater Check to the 
french Negroe Trade in general. 

This would have had the defirable Effedt, as before 
fhewn, to haye produced a univerfal Plenty, and confe- 
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quently, Cheapnefs of all the Neceflaries of Life in our Planta- 
tions; as,on the contrary, Want of Hands would have raifed 
them in the French Colonies. May we not therefore very 
reafonably believe, that had the Company continued in a 
flourifhing State, by Vertue of this A/fento, we might ¢a- 
fily have ftopped the Career of the French, from carrying 
their Sugar and Indigo Trades to greater Lengths than the 
Supply of theirown Confumption ? And is it not high Time 
to retrieve, and make amends for former Eryors, by all 
Means in our Power? 

After the Number of Negroes, ftipulated by the A/fhen- 
to, fo introduced into New-Spam, the fixth Article of that 
Contraé, tolerating alfo the Importation of as many more 
there, for the Service of his Catholick Mayjefty, ‘and whate- 
ver more his Subjects fhould require, we might, very pro- 
bably, have doubled our Importation into Spant/b America, 
had we been capable of fo doing, inftead of not complying 
on our Part with the Contra& ; for the Wants of the Spea- 
niavds have been always very confiderably more than we 
have fupplied. ‘This would have proved a great additional 
Advantage to the Nation; efpecially, as the Duty on the 
Importation of any furplus Negroes would have been.only 
165 Pieces of Eight per Head, inflead of 333, as in the 
Conditions of the other Part of the 4ffento. And fince all Ne- 
groes are moftly paid for in Africa with Briti/o Manufadures, 
this would have proportionably augmented our Exports 
thither : So that the Advantage the Nation would have ob- 
tained by this Contract having been given to our African 
Company, 3s cafier conceived than reprefented. 
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And indeed, by the Preamble to the Affenta, it is not 
impoffible but the Spaniards meant and intended wo other 
Company, however they might be duped by an After- 
Exphiation ; for it is exprefly called, The Contraé agreed 
upon between their Britannick and Catholick Mayefties, for 
the Exciisn Company obliging itfelf to fupply the Spa- 
nifo Weft Indies with Black Slaves, &c. 

Now, what Engl:{o Company could be {fuppofed to be 
meant by the Court of Spam, but that Lughfb Company, 
which dealt in Negroes? that Englife Company who were 
eftablithed in 4frica, as the French and Portuguele Afri- 
can Compames were, with whom the S pantards had before 
made the hike Affentos? Such a Company only, the Spa- 
niards doubtlefs umagined could fupply them much chea 
er, and carry the Contra& into Execution more effectually, 
than any other Company that fhould be under the Necef.. 
fity of purchafing Negroes either of the Enghfo African 
Company, or of Englsfb private Traders. 

As the Conneétion between this Branch of the Spantio 
Weft India Trade and that of Africa, is honeftly repre- 
fented in a late Trad, not long fince publithed,* I beg 
Leave, Sir, to tranfcribe a Paflage extremely pertinent to 
the prefent Occafion. 

“ I think, fays the judicious Propofer, it is very obvious 
“ to every common Fye, that if we can fettle ourfelves at 
“© Buenos Ayres, the Spaniards will lie under an abfolute 
“ Neceflity to open a Trade with us; Nay, is if mee in 
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* A Propofal for humbling Spain, by a Perfon of Diftincion, printed 
for Rederts, 1742. 
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¢¢ our Power to impofe what Terms we pleafe upon them ; 
‘ but if we had no other Way to obtain it than the af- 
‘¢ fording our Goods as cheap again, as they can furnifh 
‘¢ themfelves with the other Way, even that, with a little, 
‘© Patience, would infallibly produce it. But without - 
“ trufting to that, we fhould have them in a Manner af » 
our Mercy, by having the Herb of Paragua * in our 
Hands. 

“< But we have ftill another Lure for the Spaniards, as 
“* powerful and as proper to produce the defired Effect, 
‘as any yet mentioned, which its, the fupplying them 
“ with Negroes in fufficient Numbers, and cheaper than 
“¢ formerly. This 1s the great Inconveniency which the 
‘« Spaniards have laboured under this laft Age ; for having 
‘© in a Manner utterly deftroy’d the natural Inhabitants, 
“ they are obliged now to perform the Work by Ne- 
groes, of which they could never get the Number they 
wanted; and it is certain, if they were fully fupplied, 
they would get yearly above twice the Quantity of Silver 
they now do. It muft be confefled, they ufed all Means 
imaginable to obtain them. The Genoefe undertook to 
fupply them at a concerted Price betwixt them, for 
which End they formed a Company called the Affento, 
who had their Fudfors at famarca, Curafoa, and Brazil, 
and pray confider what a prodigious Tour they made be- 
fore they got to the Mines, firft from Guinea to Jamaica, 
‘ f:om thence to Perte Bello, and then to Panama, where 
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* This Herb 1s a fovereign Remedy for the Difeafes incident to the 
Negroes in working the Spanijh Silver Mines; without which, 1¢ ts faid, 
they never could be work’d at all. 
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they are re-fhip’d on board the Fleet when returning 
to Callao; which is a Voyage of four Months at leaft, 
for they have the Wind in their Teeth every League of 
this Voyage. After ftaying fome little Time at this 
mentioned Port, they are put on Ship-board again, and 
fent to Arica, which is a Voyage of a Month, or there- 
abouts ; and when landed they cannot have lefs than 150 
Miles to the Mines: From whence, I think, it is plain, 
that not above one Negree in Three arrives at Poto/, or 
the adjacent Mines, of thofe that were originally bought 
by ther Factors for that End. Whereas the Negroes 
that might be fent from Buenos Ayres, would be liable 
to none of the Inconveniencies, that the other poor 
Wretches fuffered, as paffing thro’ fo many unhealthy 


« Climates, and fo many tedious Voyages by Sea, enough 
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to wear out Bodies of Steel, efpecially, confidering how 
they are accommodated all the Time both with Lodging 


- and Diet: But this Way I propofe they would have One 


fhort Voyage by Sea; for from the Coaft of Guinea to 
Buenos Ayres they would fail four Parts in five of the 
Voyage before the Wind; and when landed, pafs thro’ 
one of the moft plennful and healthieft Countries in the 
World, even in a Manner to the Mine’s Mouth ; fo that 
one may venture to affirm, that with careful Manage- 
ment they would not lofe One in Ten This Article 
alone is of a more prodigious Confequence, and capable 
to render our African Company the maft flourifbing of any 
in the Kingdom; and 1t mujft be confeffed, that 1t 7s the 
moft beneficial to this Ifand of ail the Companies that ever 
was formed by our Merchants: For a Cargo rightly forted 
for Guinea, contifts of fourfcore different Commodities 
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« at leaft, of which Seventy are of the Manufacture and 
Product of this Country ; and they return us Gold, Slaves, 
Ivory, and Woods for Dying ; whereas other Companies 
export our Si/ver, and import us Things we might better 
be without. 

“ Every one knows, that our African Company is now 
« in a Manner diffolved, to the great Joy both of the 
‘© Dutch and French; and it behoves us, if we are not in- 
fatuated, to put it fpeedily on a better Footing than for- 
merly, and not to let fuch an important Branch of our 
«© Commerce to be lopped off, to the enriching our Neigh- 
« hours, and our own Scandal.”” So far our Author. 
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The firft Attempts to make Foreign Settlements among 
uncivilized Nations cannot be undertaken, but at confidera- 
ble Expence and Hazard; and the firft Adventurers in all 
Trading Countries have always received Encouragements 
fuitable to the Rifque and Contingency of their Engage- 
ments. ‘This firft gave Bisth to exclufive Grants and Privi- 
feges, and the Incorporation of Trading Societies; who in 
a Body, with a fornt-Stock, were induced to engage in 
fuch commercial Enterprizes, as no private Traders would 
ever attempt. 

But when States have judged it eligible for the Inte- 
reft of the Publick in general, to take away the original 
Privileges and Dnmunities, that wnduced firft Adventurers to 
hazard their Properties, they have ever thought it juft and 
equitable to give them ample Compenfation : And this cer- 
tainly will ever be judged confiftent with the common Laws 
of national Juftice. 
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Would not the Proprietors of Maryland, Penfilvania, te. 
think it the greateft Grievance, the greateft Hardthip and 
Oppreffion, if when their Anceftors had, at an immenfe 
Expence and Hazard, eftablifh’d remote Colonies, and 
brought them to a flourifhing Condition, that they fhould 
have been arbitrarily deprived of their Patrimony without 
receiving an equitable Equivalent? Wherein confifts the 
Difference between Them and African Adventurers? Were 
not the latter the original Parent of the African Branch of 
Commerce, as the former were of our American Colonies ? 


How the Company has laboured to fupport this Trade 
for the Intereft of the Nation is now apparent. The Ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons were pleafed the laft Seffion 
to appoint a Committee to inquire into the State of the 
Trade to Africa; and if I am rightly informed, of which 
You Your Self S:7 are the beft Judge, the faid Committee, 
after the {tricteft Inquiry, made a very particular Report, 
by which it appears, that the faid Company had expended 
on the Prefervation of the Trade upwards of 100,000/, in 
14 Years preceding December 31, 1743, above what they 
had received for that Service. 

This Hundred Thoufand Pounds is not the only Debt the 
Nation has incurred to the Company on Account of main- 
taining their Ferts and Settlements for the publick Intereft, 
Jam alfo informed, Sir, that their Expences for that Ser- 
vice, from the Year 1712 to 1730, have not amounted to 
fo little as 300,000/ more; for in this long Period of 
Time they advanced the whole Money for their Support. 
The Publick therefore, in my humble Opinion, have in- 
curred a Principal Debt to the Company, on this Account, of 
no lefs a Sum than Four Hund, ed Thoufand Pounds for the 
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Maintenance and Support of their Forts and Settlements 
fince 1712. 

The Company fuffered enough by the Trade being laid 
open to all His Mayefty’s Subjects without receiving an 
Equivalent; but for them to bear the Expence of their 
Settlements to ferve the Publick, and ruin themfelves, ts 
what can never be expected of any Perfon or Corporation ; 
and what the Laws of national Juftice are diamétrically op- 
pofite to. Wherefore, when their Cafe comes to be duely 
confidered by Parliament, doubtlefs the Wifdom and Equi- 
ty of the Legiflature will grant the Company fuch effec- 
tual Relief, as the Jufticé of their Caufe requires. 

It will eafily be admitted, that any parliamentary Allow- 
ance granted them, from Year to Year, fufficient only for 
the due Support of their Settlements for the publick Bene- 
fit, can be no Kind of Relief to African Proprietors for 
the Money they have already advanced upon this Occafion. 
That is no more than conftituting the Company to be I7rxj+ 
fees for fuch future parliamentary Allowance, annually ac- 
countable for the fame, and is no Redrefs of their Grie+ 
vances. 

Should it be faid, that the primary Motive to the Com- 
pany to bear the Expences of the Forts and Settlements was 
the Prefervation of their own Property from falling into fo-. 
reign Hands ; yet, as this was for the National Intereft, and 
has hitherto fav’d to us the Being of the Trade, and the’ 
Company’s Property is of no more Worth to the Pro- 
prietors than from the Advantages they could make of it 
by Virtue of their Trade; and fince alfo they have by 
thofe Expences been almoft difabled from Trading, fure 
that will not authorize their being ftripped of their Capital 
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teo.!. This would favour fo barefacedly, of the Tyranny 
and Oppreffion of the moft flavifh Countries, that no true 
Exglhfbman, 1 am perfuaded, can countenance any fuch 
Kind of Meafures. 

I would fuppofe for a Moment, that the Ea/f-Indra 
Company were deprived of their exclufive Privilege of Trade, 
as the African Company have been; and that this Corpora- 
tion were under the Neceffity, either of giving up their 
Forts and Settlements to the Dutch, or the French, or to 
preferve them, were obliged to maintain them at their own 
Expence for the Profit and Safety of every Briton, who 
fhould pleafe to take the Benefit thereof; would not this 
Company, in few Years, bury their whole Trading Capi- 
tal, and the Profits of their Trade too, in. India, from the 
great Expence of their Forts,. and Diminution of theic 
Trade, in Confequence of its being laid open * Would 
not the Proprictars of India Stock juftly think it the great 
eft Hardfhip and Oppreffion, that after they had advanced: 
their Money in the Service of the Publick, they fhould re- 
ceive no Juftce from them ? 

African Stockbolders advanced their Money to erect- Forts 
and Settlements to carry on their Trade with Security, 
unon the fame Motives that Ixdia Stockholders have theirs. 
As the Nation therefore has thought fit to take away the Privi- 
lege that induced People to hazard their Property, does not 
the good Faith and Juftice of the Nation ftand obliged to 
make them Amends in fome Shape or ather to prevent 
their being totally ruined ?. 

If the Subjects of Great-Britasn advanced- their Money 
upon the Appropriation of any effectual Fend in the Reve- 
mse. for the due Payment of Jnferc/, till the Redemption 

of. 





[ 31 J 


of the Principal. Debt; and if fuch appropriated Fund, 
was, before the Repayment of the Principal, either anni- 
hilated, or otherwife alienated, without the Confent of the 
Publick Creditors, would not this be a great Injuftice to 
the Proprietors? Wherein is the Difference between 4/77- 
can Stockholders, who advanced their Money firft upon an 
exclufive Privilege, and thofe who fhould advance it upon 
an appropriated national Fund? If they fhould ‘be both 
alike deprived of their Security, would not the one as 
much difcourage Adventurers from hazarding their Money 
upon any Exigency of State, as the other will difcourage 
Adventurers from hazarding their Property in any Foreign 
Undertaking, in Order to open New Branches of Trade 
upon fuch ‘temporary and precarious Privileges? 

But when fuch a Body of Traders have advanced their 
Money after they are deprived of their peculiar Privilege, 
and have fupported fo beneficial a Trade for the general 
Intereft of the Kingdom, have they not at leaft a Right 
to be reimburfed that Money ; efpecially when, as I appre- 
hend They might doubt of their Power to difpofe of their 
Property to any Foreign Nation? May not African Stock 
holders therefore be juftly confidered in the Light of Pud- 
hick Creditors? They have ever depended on National Juf- 
tice, and what elfe have other Publick Creditors to depend 
on? If they have hazarded their Property for the Publick 
Intereft, without any other Security than an abfolute De- 
pendance upon the Juftice of the Nation, have they ever 
the lefs Right to Juftice ? Does the Confidence they have 
sepofed in the Publick render them the lefs meritorious ? 

The Services their Money has done to the Nation are 
seal and fubftantial ; the Company, we have feen, have 
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beerthe Guardians and Prefervers of the moft valaable 
Trade belonging to thefe Kingdoms ; and the Amends they 
deferve ought to be the utmoft publick Encouragement 
that the Nature of their Cafe requires, confiftent with 
that general Freedom and Liberty of ‘Frade, which all his- 
Majefty’s Subjects now enjoy. 

How, and in what Manner, Juftice may be done to this 
Company, the leaft burthenfome to the Nation, muft be 
humbly fubmitted to the Wifdom of the Legiflature. 
However, Sir, fince It is the peculiar Privilege of a Britifh 
Subject to be indulged in offering his Sentiments with De- 
cency to Perfons in Authority, I would beg Leave, with 
Submiffion, to fuggeft a few plain Propofitions, which the 
Nature of their Cafe feems to require; and which feem 
to meto be the leaft that can or ought to be done, con-- 
fiftently with common and natural Juftice.. 


Firft, That the Trade to Africa ought akways to remain 
free and open to all His Majefty’s Sutyects; and That no 
Duty, or other Difccuragement whatfoever, foould ever be 
deid on that Part of our Foreign Trade. 

Secondly, That fuch Principal Sum only, the Company fhall 
make appear they bave really and truly expended tn Support 
of their Forts and Settlements tn Africa, from the Year 1712 
to the Year 1730, may become a national Debt ; and as fuch 
hear an Intereft of 3 per Cent. per Annum, payable to that 
Corporation, as otber publick Credstors are pard. 

_ 3- That in Order to afcertain the due Payment of. Inte- 
reft, fome effedtual Fund for that Purpofe be appropriated by 
Parkament, untill the Redemption of fuch principal Debt. 


4. That. 
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- 4. That whatever Sum or Sums of Money bave 62%n,"or 
fhall be made appear to bave been, expended: by the Gompamy 
in the laft 14 Years, from the Year 1730, ‘more than They 
have received of the Publick Money, be provided for this 
Seffion of Parliament: | - 

5. That the future parliamentary Allowance, which foall 
be granted for the Support of the Company’s Forts and Settle- 
ments, be fuficrent touphold and maintain the Britith Interot 
in Africa, and effectually to fecure this valuable Trade té-all 
his Majefty’s Subjeéts. AE 

6. That fuch parliamentary Allowance, as shall be fo grant- 
ed for the Purpofes aforefaid, be fecured to the Company for 
21 Years, by fuch an effectual appropriated Fund, as the Le 
giflature fhall judge proper for the due Payment of fuch An 
nuity. ae 

7. That the Gompany fhall be yearly accountable for the 
fame, in fuch Manner as fhall be diretted by Parliament. 


Tt will never be faid, fure, that the Nation cannot afford 
to do this Company Juftice; or that the Calls for Moneys 
other Ways are fo extraordinary, that Juftice to the Com- 
pany, and for the due Support and Prefervation of fo im- 
‘portant and valuable a Trade, muft be ftill longer and 
longer poftponed! Can any Affair come under Confide- 
ration more worthy of immediate Care? So great have 
been the Hardfhips, Difficulties and Difcouragements They 
have already Jaboured under, that it is out of their Power 
to bear up under them any longer: But if Gentlemey, who 
have the Honour to ferve the Crown, will not believe 
this till they fee the fatal Cataftrophe, the Company can- 
not be blamed; they have done their Duty ; and if they 
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are to lofe their Property, the Meafures they have taker 
to fecure this invaluable Commerce to thefe Kingdoms: 
hitherto, will prevent their /oefng ther Reputations wit 
Pofterity. 

But does not the publick Revenue depend on Trade ? 
As fo very confidesable a Part of oar Commerce abfolute- 
ly depends on the Weil-Being of this Company, can he 
be any Friend to his Country, who will oppofe Juftice 
being done to fo national a Corporation ? If we have no 
Negroes, we can have no Sugars, Tobaccoes, Rice, Rum, 
&c. nor further Improvements in Plantation Commodities ; 
confequently, the Pubhkck Revenue, arifing from the Im- 
portation of Plentation-Produce, muft be annihilated : And 
will not this turn many hundred Thoufands of Brits/b 
Manufa&urers a Begging, as well as Numbers of our 
Publick Gred:tors, whofe Securities depend upon the. Ap- 
propriation of thofe very Revenues, if our African and 
American Trades are undone? The Deftruétion of the Afri- 
can Company, therefore, is firthing at the Root of Publick 
Credit; nor will his Mayefy’s Gol Lif be unaffected 
thereby. 

While the Company enjoy’d the fole Trade to Africa, 
as the Inde Company, at prefent, does that to 4fa, They 
purchafed, built, and maintamed their Forts and Settle- 
ments at their own Expence. But when publick Autho- 
rity interpofed, and thought proper to lay the Trade open, 
fure every reafonable Man will fay, They were, in com- 
mon Juftice, rather entitled to fome publick Equivalent, 
inftead of being reduced to the hard Neceffity of bear- 
ing the future Burthen of their Forts and Settlements for 
the Publick Advantage. To deny them due Recompence, 

and: 





L 36 ] 


and future Affiftance, would ‘be fo contrary, ‘fe diametre: 
ally appofite to the fovereign and immutatile Laws of 
Juftice and Equity, that it can mever be -apprehended, 
that a Parhament of Great-Britain will encourage fuch 
an unparallelled Inftance of Oppreffion. Qn she con 
trary, they have ever teftified the moft tender Regard ta 
publick Sufferers; and, fince the Nation has received fuch 
Benefits from the Sufferings of this Trading :Gorporation; 
I cannot but confidently perfuade .myfelf, they will ax 
perience that Juftice and Redrefs, that the Peculiarity of 
their ‘Cafe fo manifeftly requires. Should this be the Cafe, 
we are likely to reap ftill much greater Advantages. by the 

African Trade than hitherto we .ever have done. - 
For if the Trade to the Spanifh Indies and the Brazil 
is fo inviting, it is equally certain, that the Inlazd Trade, 
duely extended upon the Continent of Africa (which can 
only be effectuated by Means of the Company’s . Fonts 
and Settlements) may be rendered little inferior to either, 
if not equal to the united Advantages ef them both... 
The Continent of Africa is of great Extent, the Country 
extremely populous, and this Commerce, by Reafon of its 
Difcouragements hitherto, but yet in its Infancy.--- The 
Trade to the Coaft of Africa is now well .known, eaty, 
and not hazardous, And if the Company are enabled by 
publick Encouragement to extend the Inland Trade, the 
Coaft Trade muft increafe in the like Proportion ; and all 
the Subjects of England will partake of the Advantages, 
as the Company fhall become profperous in propagating 
Britif> Manufactures into the Heart of Africa —- As the 
Trade is free and open to all Britz/h Subjects, the Inte- 
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seft of private Traders, and that of the Company, will go 
Hand in Hand. We fhall experience the Truth of a 
Propofition that this Nation has never yet been truly fenfible 
of; wz. That the Intereft of a Corporation, and that of fepa- 
rate Traders1s fo far from being incompatible, that they may 
be made mutually fubfervient to each other. 

How umpoffible it is for private Briti/b Traders to reap 
any Advantage by this Trade, without the Company is 
duely fupported, will more fully appear from the mon 
ing Confiderations. 

The French, by Virtue of their Settlements in the River 
Senegal, and on the Ifland of Goree, claim to themfelves 
the fole Trade of thofe Parts for near 300 Leagues; and 
have ever taken and condemned fuch Brtti/h Ships as 
they find trading on any Part of that Coaft, or within 
many Leagues of the fame: Whereas they have of late 
Years encroached upon the Trade of our Company, and all 
private Briti/b Traders, with Impunity, to the great Injury 
of our Brits/fh Planters and Weft-India Merchants, by the 
exorbitant Rife in the Price of Negroes. 

The Dutch alfo pretend, by Virtue of Conqueft from 
the Portuguefe, and feveral old Grants and Donations from 
the Kings of the Country, to an abfolute Right and Pro- 
perty, not only tothe Gold Coaf#, where our Company’s Forts 
and Settlements are chiefly fituated, but lkewife to all 
other Parts from Cape Palmas to Cape Lopez. 

The Portuguefe too have feveral {trong Settlements at 
and near Loango St. Paul’s on the Coaft of Angola, and 
alfo claim a Right to the fole Trade of all that Part of 
Ajrica to the Southward of Cape Lopez. 

Nothing 
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Nothing therefore, Sir, can appear more evident, tha 
that it has been owing to the Royal African Company, and 
the great Expence and Charge they have been at in ere¢t- 
ing and fupporting a Fort on Fames Iland in the River 
Gambia, that the French have not long fince wholly en- 
grofled the Trade of that River to Themfelves, as well 
as that of all the feveral Parts and Countries to the North- 
ward of the fame. , 

It is likewife as unqueftionably owing to the Royal 
African Company’s Forts and Settlements on the Gold 
Coaft, that the Dutch have not got Poffeffion of all the 
Coaft and Paits adjacent; and that they have not long 
before now excluded the Engi/b, as well as all other Na- 
tions, from any Share in that Trade, as much as from the 
Spice Ifands in the Eaft-Indies. And it is beyond all 
Doubt, that fome, or all the Nations, who have Forts and 
Settlements on the African Coaft, will finally and totally 
exclude the Britz/b Nation from every Part thereof, whe- 
ther in actual Poffeffion of thofe Nations or not, if ever 
that fatal Time fhould come, that the Britz/h Power and 
Intereft fhould fink there, and their Forts and  Settle- 
ments be abandoned or loft. 

Tis exceedingly furprifing therefore, that any Perfon, 
who pretends to the leaft Knowledge in this Trade, fhould 
not eafily difcern the indifpenfible Neceffity of effectually 
fupporting the Forts and Settlements of the dfrican Com- 
pany, for the Security and Benefit of this Trade to alt the 
Subjects of Great-Britain ; fince it has always been the well 
known Senfe and Practice ofall fuch Foreign Nations, as car- 
ry on any Trade to thefe Parts , is confirmed by all the Rea- 
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fons and Motives of many fucceffive Britis Princes; and 
confiftent with the declaratory Part of an exprefs Act of 
Parliament, as well as with all fubfequent Votes and Re- 
folutions of the Reprefentative Body of this Kingdom. 

Such appears to be the Nature and uncommon Circum- 
ftances of this Trade and Company, the Danger and Incon~ 
veniencies they are expofed to from foreign Nations, and 
the Natives of thefe Countries; fuch is the Hazard the 
Britifh Trade would be ever liable to, fhould the Com- 
pany’s Forts be either loft, or not duely fupported, that 
not only the adfslute Lofs of ths Branch muft enfue, but 
the :mevitable Ruin and Deftruétion of our Plantation Trade 
muf? be the neceffary and unavetdable Confequence. 

Without this Trade therefore, Sir, is duely fupported 
by a Conftituttonal Security, it can never be preferved at 
all to thefe Kingdoms; nor can the great Advantages it pro- 
mifes, beyond what it ever has done, be reaped. What 
private Traders will profecute this Trade, when the Com- 
pany’s Forts and Settlements are in Foreign Hands, and 
they every Moment liable to become a Sacrifice to our Ri- 
vals, and perfecuted and imprifoned in Dungeons, as was 
the Cafe before this Company was eftablifhed ? Who will 
become Proprieters in this Company to raife fuch a Joint 
Trading Stock, as the Extent of this Commerce, we {ee, 
will eafily admit of; and this only upon the precarious 
Security of an Allowance from the Publick from Year to 
Year only ? To fettle this Company therefore upon a de- 
firable Footing, fo as to raife and preferve its Credit with 
the Publick in future, the annual Allowance granted by 
Parliament muft, in my humble Opinion, not only be am- 
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ply adequate to the Purpofes for which it is granted; but 
muft be fecured for a certain Term upon Parliamentary 
Faith. Nothing lefs can tranfmit this Trade fafe to Pofte- 
rity, nor be a fatisfactory Encouragement to future Ad- 
venturers to carry on this Trade to the Extent it is capa 
ble of. 

If the Wifdom of Parliament fhould not judge the Me- 
rit of this Company to deferve future Encouragement, 
fure they have not only a Right to be paid for the patt 
Eire and Uje of their Forts and Seftlements, but to have 
the Liberty of difpofing of them to fuch Foreign Nations 
who will give the Company the moft for them; for if 
the Forts and Settlements are no longer of any Worth to 
this Nation;- and the Company can no longer maintain 
therm upon the {mall Encouragement they have hitherto 
received, doubtlefs they will be allowed to fell what 
they can no longer keep, and what is no longer judged 
ufeful. It is not at all to be doubted, but the Com- 
pany will find Purchafers enough, who would think 
they were worth an immenfe Sum to them, tho’ 
they fhould be thought worth nothing to us. But- the 
Confequences of fuch Reflections are of fo melancholy a 
Nature to every Man who has the leaft Regard to the 
Intereft of his Prince and Country, that we will drop thefe 
gloomy Apprehenfions, and rather pleafe. ourfelves with the 
agreeable Idea of feeing fuch a glorious Spirit appear in a 
Britifh Parliament for the Support of this moft smportant 
Commerce and Navigation, as will tranfmit our 4frecan 
and Plantation Trades with Security to lateft Pofterity. 
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In what Manner foever fome may be pleafed to think 
of and receive thofe Propofitions, which have been made, 
in order to fettle this Company upon a lafting Founda- 
tion, yet, as they appear to the Propofer to be founded 
on the plain Principles of National Juftice, Intereft, and 
Honour, it 1s to be hoped an honeft Zeal to ferve a Caufe, 
wherein the Profperity of the Nation is fo nearly concerned, 
will be judged of with Candour. 

The Profperity of this Company, Sir, muft terminate 
in that of our Britifh Planters and Weft-India Merchants n 
general , for, as the Company fhall be enabled to enlarge 
and extend the Inland Parts of the African Trade, which 
can no Way interfere with the Intereft of private Traders, 
the greater Plenty of Negroes, Gold, Ivory, and all African 
Productions, will be brought down to the Coaft for pri- 
vate Traders to take their Choice of; and confequently, in 
Proportion to the Plenty beyond the Demand, the Price of 
Negroes, Gold, Ivory, and every Thing elfe, will neceffa~ 
rily fall. 

When the Company are in a Condition to put a Stop to the 
Encroachments of our Rivals on the African Coaft, this 
will prevent the Encreafe of Buyers, and confequently hav¢ 
a natural Tendency fill to fall the Price: And if a perpe-~ 
tual Union, Harmony, and good Underftanding be ce- 
mented between feparate Traders and the Company, 
which 1 heartily with may always be the Cafe, they 
will foon curb the over-bearing Encroachments of the 
French, and not only effectually ftop their Progrefs, but fap 
the very Foundation of their Guznea and Plantation Trades.—- 
Thus we fhall naturally reduce the Price of Negroes, and con- 
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fequently encreafe their Importation into our own Colonics, 
while we diminifh that of the French into theirs. This 
will enable us to make Sugars and Indigo, &c. cheaper than 
the French; and not only to retreve our languifhing 
Trade, but to put it inthe Power of our Brits/h Phenters 
to make all fuch Improvements in Planting in general, by 
the Labour of Negroes, as the Soil will admit of: And as 
this will tend to the Encreafe and Profperity of the Brz- 
tifo Yntereft in America, fo that, mits Turn, will, of Courfe, 
become a greater Bulwark to our Intereft in Europe, by 
extending the general TRape and NAVIGATION of thefe 
Kingdoms. 

As the Company likewife extend their Indand Trade upon 
the Continent, fo, in Proportion, will the Exportation of 
our Britifo Manufactures Increafe ; and the Price of Gold, 
and all other Produce of Africa, as well as Negroes, become 
cheaper as they become more plentiful, by finding out and 
eftablifhing New Inland Channels of Commerce, with thefe 
populous and wealthy People. And fince they certainly 
ftand in as great need of European Commodities, as wedo of 
their Negroes, their Gold, their Ivory, Gums, Dying Woods, 
BeeseWax, &c. xt certainly is our own Fault, if we do not 
render the African Trade as valuable to Great Britain, as 
the Mines of Peru, Mexico, and the Brazils are to the 
Spanrards and Portuguefe: And this too, with far greater 
Certainty and Security to this Nation, than any of thofe are 
to their refpedtive Nations, 01 any Exropeans who are in- 
terefted in thofe Branches of joreign Trade. 
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Upon the happy Settlement of this Company, Sir, there 
will be no Comparifon in Point of Profit to the Brits/h Na~ 
tion, between the Spani/h Weft india or Brazil Trades, and 
that to 4fricc. The former undergo the weighty Tacume 
Drance of Indultoes, both on the Outfet and Returns, and are 
liable to fuch Interzuptions from the Crowns of Spam and 
Portugal, as have rendered this Nation too much dependent 
on the Friendfhip of thole Kingdoms ; whereas the African 
Settlements, being duly fupported at the Publick Expence, 
and the Company enabled to extend the Iz/and Trade, will 
be liable to no Manner of Incumbrance, Infecurity, or 
Stagnation whatfoever The Spans/b Weft-India and the 
Brazil Trades, are not only lable to great Hazards, but 
are fo tedious in their Retarus, that Traders of moderate Cae 
pitals cannot, with Prudence, engage in them ; nor thofe of 
confiderable Ones, with any Security, ike what our Planta- 
tion and African Trades will afford them, if duely cherthed, 
to the Extent they appear capable of being carried. But 
the 4frican T, ade alone, when eftablifhed upon a defirable 
Foundation, can be liable to no Hazard any way comparable 
to the others , every Trader in the Kingdom will have it 
in his Power to engage in it, fuch Part of his Fortune as 
he fhall chufe to employ therein, either as a Member of the 
Africcn Corporation, or as a Separate Trader : And this 
without the Precarioufnefs of fuch dong Voyages and tedious 
Returns as have ruined many in the Spani/o Weft-India 
and Brazil Lf, ades. 

Though all ether Branches of our foreign Trade fhould 
fal us, or the Ballance go aga.nft us, and thereby impove- 
tith inftead of enriching us ; yct while we fhall encourage and 
extend our Plantation and African Trades, to the Pitch 
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they are manifoftly capable of being carried, we fhall nor, 
perhaps, experience any great Diminution in Navar Pow- 
eR. However, as other Branches of forcign Commerce de- 
pend upon the Humout and‘Caprice of other Nations, and 
therefore liable to fuch fudden Changes and Alterations, as 
haye proved not only ruinous to private Adventurers, but 
diminutive of the Natsonal Reveni'e, it 1s certainly the beft 
Policy to cherifh and fupport, tothe utmoft of our Power, 
the African and ‘Plantation Trades, which may be proper- 
ly called Our Own Foreign Trades, as being abfolutely un~ 
der our own Steerage and Controul; as much under the Go- 
yernment and Direétion of Great Britaim, as the Trades of 
Treland and Scotland are ; and confequently thew Profpertty 
depends upon QURSELVES. 


And of what Advantage our iaerican Colonzes may be 
rendered to thefe Kingdoms, by the Labour of Negroes, has 
been fet ina clear Light, by the Lords Commuffioners of 
Trade and Plantations * , and it 1s not to be doubted, but as 
they have had al ueceffary Information in Relation to the 
Nature and Importance of the 4: scan Trade, their Report, 
which 1s expected to be laid before the Houfe of Commons, 
will moft fully and particularly {ct forth the indifpenfable 
Neceflity of effetually enabling the Company to fupport the 
Trane, which they have themfelves heretofore reprefented to 
be the great Support of our Plantation Trade in general. 

If fuch Improvements therein were made, and {uch Enconiage- 
mentsgiven, astheirLord/lips have po.nted out in thei Repre/en- 
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taiton,we might reaionably hopeandexpedt, thatourPlantation 
Frade might, in Time, be extended to fuch a Pitch, in New 
Commodities we at prefent take from other Nations, that a 
very confiderable Part, if not the whole Publick Revenue 
for the Current Service, might be rarfed by the Duties on 
Importation of Plantation Produce ; or might be appropri- 
ated to the Security of Pubsck Credttors, with far more 
Certainty than any Revenues that depend upon other pre- 
carious Branches of foreign Trade: Nay, the national Reve- 
gue arifing from thefe Duties, might be rendered as cer- 
tain as the Land-Tax, the Malt-Tax, or Coal-Tax, &c. 
which would prove fo great an Advantage to the Publick 
Credit of this Nation, that any Dhiftra@ions arifing among 
the various, different, and contending Powers in Europe, 
would never affe& our Tranquility, or occafion any extraor- 
dinary Pannick. 
, 

But I fear, Sir, I have trefpafled too much on your va- 
Juable Moments. The whole is moft humbly fubmitted to 
your wife Confideration. And to whom fhould the diftref- 
fed more naturally apply for Redrefs of Grievances, than to 
that noble Family, who have given fuch Teftimonies of true 
Regard to the Interefts of their Country* Should you, Sir, 
become the Nation’s Advocate in a Matter of this eféntial 
Concernment to Great Britarn, you will not only pre- 
ferve the Brsts/b Plantations from Ruin, but put them into 
a Condition to take off incredible Quantities of our Brits/b 
Manufactures. You will alfo become the happy Inftrument 
of introducing the Briti/b Produce and Manufa@tures, into 
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the very Heart of Africa, where they have never yet reache 
ed, as well as {preading them more and more over the American 
World. This will give Bread to Thoufands of our Manufatu- 
rers who wantit ; and the Duties arifing from the more exten- 
five Importation of Plantation Produce, in Payment for 
our Britifh Manufactures, will fi// the Coffers of our Sove- 
reign. And what greater Inducements can we have to do 
Juftice to African Sufferers, and put this Branch of Trade 
into a profperous Condition, than to promote fo manifeft- 
ly the Happine[s and Profpersty of the Kingdom im gen 
neval ? 

But, if this Company are, any longer, to labour under the 
unparrallel’d Hardfhips and Difficulties they at prefent do, 
and no effe€tual Relief be given them, their Forts and Settle- 
ments muft be abandoned to the Mercy of our Rivals and 
Enemies: The French will engrofs our Share in the Trade 
to Afrrxa, and more vigoroufly purfue the Profperity of 
their Amerscan Colonies, while ours will become wretched and 
contemptible. —~~ They will hereby encreafe in Seamen and. 
Naval Power, while we fhall be daily declining in both.__— 
They will obtain another A/fento with Spai#, and introduce 
their Manufactures all over the Spani/h Weft-Indies, while 
Britifo Subjetts will be for ever excluded from that Csanch 
of our foreign Trade. The African and Plantation Trades 
will prove an inexhauftible Source of Treafure to France, to 
carry on their deftrudtive Schemes of usiverfal Emptre in 
Trade, and thereby in Power. And what will then avail 
drawing the Sword againft a Nation, who will have the 
Riches of Africa and America, to fupport their mighty 
Axmirs and their Nava Power’ 

To 
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Ties oe fo long and ie juftly complained-of ; eer fn we 
fecunng and preferring the African Trade from being falas) 
Jowedup by theFrench and other Nations, as wasthen thought? 
might have anfwered thofe great Ends: So now, Sir, fince that . 
Allowance has appea ared, by fourteen Yous Experiencey, 
to fill mach fhort of anf ering the Purpofes for which it was: 
given, the Company, the Plantotons, Tour Conntiy depend 
upon your Care and Vigilance, and Honour and Jutftiec, to. 
-make fuch further effectual Provifion, for the Support’ and 
Preferyation of this moft effential Branch of our Trade, as the 
"Nature and Importance thereof manifeftly requires, ze/, 
while we we lpercug MILLioXs every Tear to fave 
OTHERS, we flauld, before we ave aware, become BANK-~ 
RUPTS O% [chucs ' 
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L am, 
wtih the aoft pr ofeund Vener ction, 
SL, 
Tore wt Hats, 
and méfi Obecrent Scrutaty 


A artisan Mirciiant. 


Lonson, 
Decemb, Ik, 7 it. ~ 
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